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Lovers and Mourners: Variations and Sonatas from 17th-century
Germany, offers a comprehensive glimpse into the lives of virtuoso-

composer performers Johann Jakob Walther, Heinrich Biber, and
Johann Georg Pisendel. The Composers featured on Lovers and
Mourners drew upon the “stylus phantasticus,” a 17th-century

Italian idiom whose features were marked by jagged shifts of affect
and intended to display the player’s technical command and

expressive abilities. Bandy nimbly guides the listener through a
labyrinth of variation sets and themes, simultaneously reproducing
faithful interpretations of the music while injecting his own unique
touch. Lovers and Mourners boasts a brief, yet intense survey of

one of the richest chapters in the history of the virtuoso composer-
performer. 
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